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murdered. Over the border both Russia and Austria were
hoping to draw profit from the affair. Austria wanted to secure
for herself the province of Bosnia. Russia wanted Constanti-
nople and hoped for the creation of a large Bulgarian state which
would be practically a Russian protectorate.

There were really three conceivable solutions of the problem;
a genuine reform of Turkish government,, only possible under
the supervision of one or more European powers, and perhaps
impossible in any case; a partition of 'Turkey in Europe' between
Austria and Russia;1 or the establishment of states corresponding
with the nationalities subject to Turkey, i.e. the creation of
Bulgaria and perhaps also Albania, and enlargements of Greece
and Serbia. It is to the credit of Gladstone that he looked
forward to this last, which has proved the true solution. He
published in 1877 a pamphlet on The Bulgarian Horrors which
sold 40,000 copies in four days and contained the famous sentence
about the expulsion of the Turk 'bag and baggage, from the
province he has desolated and profaned*. Disraeli (who on
account of failing health now withdrew to the House of Lords as
Lord Beaconsfield) really rejected all three solutions, and stood
for cthe integrity of the Turkish Empire*. He believed that any
other solution would in effect bring Russia to Constantinople and
that as soon as she was there she would menace British sea power
in the Mediterranean and the safety of the Suez route to India.
He held that in preparing to defend 'the Empire of Turkey' he
was in reality defending 'the Empire of England'.2

In the spring of 1877 Russia declared war on Turkey and by
the end of the year her troops were within striking distance of
the formidable defences of Constantinople. The British fleet was
sent to the Sea of Marmora. It looked like war, but Disraeli had
calculated shrewdly. If war had broken out Austria would have
attacked Russia, and the Russian government was not prepared
for this. Russia made peace with Turkey by the treaty of San
Stefano, and consented to submit its terms to a European
Congress at Berlin. This famous Congress (1878), the last great

1 The terms *Turkey in Europe* and 'Turkey in Asia' were commonly
used in the nineteenth century to distinguish the two parts of the Turkish
Empire.

2 That was Disraeli's phrase.  Strange as it may seem, the term British
Empire was not in general use till some years later.